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The Compass

There are a
variety of different
compass styles
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Silva Compass
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Silva Compass




Compass needle
North end red

Orienting lines

Bearing numbers
lines normally in 2°
Increments

Orienting arrow
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Magnifying lens

Direction of travel arrow

Romer scale

Compass housing

Base plate
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GET RID

ADD
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Magnetic Bearings

Grid to Mag Mag to Grid
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red end
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A Align the compass along the required
route on map

C Rotate the compass housing
to compensate for magnetic variation

B Rotate the compass housing to
align the orienting lines with the
north-south grid lines on the map

Direction of
Travel

2

|

Remove the compass from the map,
rotate the compass so that north end
of the needle and the orienting arrow
are aligned and then proceed

following the direction of travel arrow
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Take a bearing — deduct the magnetic variation — rotate the compass to
get the orientating lines parallel to the grid lines — you are somewhere on
that line
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Now take 2 bearings from other features

Your position is the centre of the triangle
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| Edge of compass cuts
contours at right angles

y

Compass bearing
A taken of ‘fall line’

Orienting lines parallel
to (%rid North
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Read the lowest number
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KILOMETRES

Mark the position of the 2 features s

Place the straight edge of the paper
against the scale and read off the distance
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How GPS works

Satellites in known locations

Accurate travel time for
radio signals Each satellite is identified

<’“P'e’< digital code
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